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On Saturday February 12, in the Netherlands, Herman
Dooyeweerd died in his 83rd year. Thus he was stronger than
the strong in more ways than one. If you knew him
personally, perhaps the first thing you may rememb er now is
the striking image of a refined aristocrat of great mental
power, fundamentally formed in the best traditions of our
culture. And then you may also rememb er how it struck you
as somehow comforting that such a man was also a simple
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. Anyway, ‘that’s my
strongest memory of the person Dooyeweerd: not the thinker,
the intellectual, but the Christian gentleman. But, of course,
it is the thinker who will be remembered from now on.
Because his continued presence among us will be as the author
of many books and articles on philosophy, as the co-founder
of an intellectual movement and as the center of so much
controversy. :

It is fitting that Link, as contact organ for Reformed
people in Classis Toronto, should mark the event of
Dooyeweerd’s going to be with the Lord. Not only was he
here in Toronto to lecture to us on more than one occasion,
but through those who learned from him he deeply influenced
the style of our discussions in the last twenty years or so. Even
if very many people neither knew the man nor his writings,
certainly very many people know the word ‘‘Dooyeweerd”’
and know that much goes with that word. And perhaps this
short article is the first real occasion for some to become
aware that behind that ‘““word’’ there was a real person. For
he is dead now.

It is not my intention at this time to sketch the most
important events in his life or to write about him as a person..
There are excellent biographical accounts available for those
who are interested in those details, both in the
commemorative volume Perspektief and in Kalsbeek’s
Contours of a Christian Philosophy. My intention is in the
first place to give thanks and to express indebtedness. For
here in Metropolitan Toronto we find the headquarters of
many a ‘‘Kingdom organisation’” of Reformed character:
CLAC, AACS, ICS, CJL, Wedge, Vanguard and CDC. All
of these owe much to the work of Herman Dooyeweerd.
Some of them (AACS and ICS) are so inseparably linked to
his ideas that their existence for some may even seem unthink-
able without the link to him. And I am sure that the harvest of
his influence is for all of these organisations one for which
they can be profoundly grateful to God. :

But how is it then that so many of us know only the word
“Dooyeweerd”’ as standing for controversy and strife, rather
than as being the name of an influential servant of Jesus
Christ? That has its good reasons. For let us for a moment
look at the stature of this man as a leader. In the 460 years of
the Reformation he was and still is the only person to work
out a fully stated systematic philosophy (complete with
cosmology, epistemology and anthropology) of scientific
standing with a distinctly Reformed character. This means
that he was and is the first and only thinker in the entire
history of philosophy who introduced and worked out the
idea of a radically distinct Biblical philosophy. The idea that
radical obedience of the whole man to a sovereign God,
through the total effects of redemption in Christ, is to come
to fruition also in the reformation of philosophy in terms of
an integrally Biblical system of thought, first received
concrete and full expression in Dooyeweerd’s thought. He
also was the first person in the history of modern thought to
develop an entire system of thought that radically rejected the
major Western model of what theory should be like. He
formulated and worked out new approaches already in the
twenties, in ways that are only now beginning to surface to
any significant degree in the work of other thinkers.

It must be clear that a man with such unique intellectual
powers would launch ideas with endless implications,
thoughts containing worlds full of consequences. Not that
any specific one of his ideas was so new., Almost all of his
thinking has forerunners and comes from known traditions.
But he, tied these ideas together, he integrated them and
opened them up by crystallising them into a system. Many
ideas not formerly connected began to cohere now. Meanings
were seen to be present that had not come out before. For the
slumbering, if not sleeping Reformed community, drifting
onward on its traditions without much awareness of all that
was contained in these traditions, being confronted with the
power of Dooyeweerd could only mean controversy, shake-
up and struggle.

Now that Dooyeweerd has gone to rest from his labors
among us, we should first of all go back to him as a person, as
a Christian believer. Through him God gave Reformed
Christians an opportunity to become more aware of the
contents of their own thought and to discuss amongst them-
selves dimensions of their own tradition that had either




[image: image2.png]fdisappeared or that had never been at the surface. Through
‘Herman Dooyeweerd we came to better self knowledge. And
iif that is what we owe to him, whether or not we like what we
discovered, we should give thanks to our Lord for His gift in
the life of this leader.

‘‘Dooyeweerd”’ is hard to say, both because of what it
has come to mean and because an English tongue doesn’t
easily twist that way. It may to some almost sound like a
swearword and to others it is easier to say ‘‘Dodoweird’’ than
the real word. But the man Herman Dooyeweerd is now dead.
This means that for our gifted brother in the Lord, a new life
has begun. And what does it mean for us? In the past his
thinking has led to battles and in our own environment we
have been on the battlegrounds. There were many of these:
Calvin philosophy department, OACS, TDCH, Classis
Toronto, The Banner. But though controversies remain, the
battles seem over, the bitterness is gone, the suspicion is
disappearing. Perhaps a fitting symbol of our gratitude, a
way to pay our debts, would be that on the occasion of his
new beginning, we also institute a new beginning. Such a new
beginning might be that we resolve to continue our struggle
with the riches of our heritage, but now in joy, in mutual
acceptance, with trust and respect. As a tribute to the Lord,
who through the life of his servant Herman Dooyeweerd,
revitalised the resources of our traditions.

Hendrik Hart
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COCHRANE ASSOCIATION
FOR CHRISTIAN HOMES

“We as Board a.e happy and thankful that Classis
Toronto saw fit to support our request for financial support
from the Christian Reformed World Relief Committee. I hear
voices and ask the question, ‘‘support for what?”’

Cochrane has a home for bovs. but not for girls.

Girls with emotional and behavioural problems cannot
always be fruitfully ptaced in just any foster family. We see
this home as a continuation of the foster care program in
which our families are involved, and a beginning of ‘a wider
social involvement in the community needs.

We are working in close contact with the Children’s Aid
Society. The Children’s Aid Soc. has met with our board and
discussed different possibilities. .

They are in need of group home or homes. A group
home would be an average of six teens or adolescent girls. A
group home like this would need a good size home with house
parents.

The Children’s Aid Soc. do not have the finances to
supply a home, but are willing to pay $500.00 Salary support
monthly, plus the-foster child boarding fee.

Since we are planning to supply a home, and Christian
house parents, we as committee applied to the C.R.W.R.C.
for funds to buy a home and support, and Classis Toronto
has supported this application for which we are thankful. The
operating cost of the home has to be initially from donations.

Up to date we received over $5,000.00 in donations.
Through these gifts we may see that the Holy Spirit works
through the hearts of many people who are willing to support
this cause. “‘Praise to the Lord!”’

On our last congregational meeting, our constitutions
were accepted. Also at that meeting our church members
became members of the Cochrane Association for Christian
Homes. We are asking you for support by becoming members
of our Association. The fee is $5.00 per member which gives
you the right to vote in person or by proxy. Anyone interested
to receive the constitution, please write to our Secretary.

We are in the process of obtaining the incorporation of
our Association.

We hereby ask for prayerful support.

With Christian Greetings
In His Service, George Struyk
Board of Directors: .

President: George Struyk, R.R. 3, Cochrane, Ont.

Secretary: Mrs. J. Ebbers, General Delivery, Cochrane,
Ont.

Vice-Pgesident: Mrs. J.H. Binnema, Box 518, Cochrane,
Ont.

Treasurer; Mr. J. DenOuden, Box 910, Cochrane, Ont.

MEDITATIONS OF CHIN-FM

Listen to ““Zingend Geloven’’ on CHIN-FM, 101 on
your dial, & program of meditations by Rev. C. Tuyl of First
Toronto, every Sunday from 3 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.





